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Political Trust and Potential of Participatory Dialogue in 
Mining Areas in Serbia: The Perspective of Local Population 
of Bor and Majdanpekd

Milena Toković — Faculty of Geography, University of Belgrade
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Milovan Vuković —Technical Faculty in Bor, University of Belgrade
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Post-socialist countries in Europe that are in the process of EU accession 

(Albania, Bosnia and Hercegovina, Montenegro, Serbia) are becoming 

attractive for mining investments due to the unregulated land ownership 

and weaker environmental standards (Mandacia & Tutan, 2018). Environ-

mental protests in Serbia were primarily initiated by the local population 

whose immediate surroundings were threatened by the commercial pro-

jects of land/water grabbing (Pešić & Vukelić, 2022). They were followed by 

growing authoritarian tendencies over the past decade and the insufficient 

response of various institutions to citizens' demands (Pešić & Petrović, 

2023). The future of civic engagement in such a context of declining demo-

cracy and widespread distrust presents a research challenge. The aim of this 

presentation is to explore the potential of participatory dialogue in mining 

areas by analyzing political trust and participation among the local popula-

tion, including both rural and urban perspectives. This is based on empirical 

research conducted in Bor and Majdanpek mining communities, using a ran-

dom sample (N=300) during July – August 2024. The level of participation 

among the local population will be analyzed through their membership in 

organizations and involvement in community activities. Trust in institutions 

and other relevant actors will be assessed based on their confidence in those 

addressing issues caused by mining activities. This research is developed 

within the MINIPART project supported by the Science Fund of the Republic 

of Serbia, grant #7598.
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